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Being the Day of their 
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Enlargements, that, for Brevity, were omitted 
in the Delivery of the Sermon. 


By Peter Clark, A. M. 


Paftor of the Church in Salem-Village. 


z John 2. 14. Lhave wrétten unto you, young Men, be- 
caufe ye are firong, and the Word of God abideth in 
vou, and ye bave overcome the wicked one. 

2 Tim. 1.7 God bath not given us the Spirit of Fears 
but of Power, of Love, and of a found Atind, 


BOSTON: a: 
Printed byS Kneztany and T. Gruen, for 


D. Hencuman in Corn hill, 1736. 


Chrifitan Bravery. 


SIRRRLRARKLBIRARLLBRL SS 


t ConinTHIANS XVi. 13, 


—- Quit you like Men, be Strong, 


PAGE Occafion and Defign of this large 
@ se and excellent Epiftle of Paul to the 
PADRES Corinthians, appears from the Con. 

(ay tents of it ; wherein the Apoftle 
LPB T OQ having reproved the Diford=rs and 


A Factions of the Church FR 
PADNG and refolv’d fe oa Of Covent 


veral Cafes, and in- 


ftrudted & direéted them in fev 

BSSwS important Duties of Chriftineks 
and confuted fome Errors of dangerous Confequence 
that had fprung up among them thro’ the Influence 
of falfe Teachers, particulatly race relating to ‘the 
Refyrreion, proceeds in the Clofe of all) in this 


16td 
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16th Chapter, to direct and exhort them to fundry diftingt 
Duties, among which is rhat in our Léxt ; which being 
obferv’d, "twill be the lefs needful to look into the 
Context for clearing the Senfe of thefe Words, which 
indeed, are, in a Manner, independent, either on the 
preceeding or fubfequent Verfes. The holy Apoftle 
being aware of the Dangers that ftill threatned, the 
Church of Corinth in their prefent unfectled State, thro” 
inteftine Divifions, and “the Leaven of their old Max- 
ims and Manners that had not been throughly purged 
out by the Chriftian Principles they had entertained, ” 
and thro’ the reftle(s Agency of Satan and his Inftru- 
ments, tO corrupt their Faith and Practice, cou’d not 
forbear expreffing his hearty Aff-@ion and Concern 
for them, by leaving with them thefe important Words 
of Caution and Counfel, Warch ye, fland faft in the 
Faith, quit you like Men, be Strong. - 


The Phrafes here ufed appear at firft View to be of 

a Military Import, being borrowed from the Cuftom of 
War, wherein, as Soldiers in the Camp, Garrifon, or 
City, are fet to keep Watch and Ward, to defcry Dan- 
Zers ata Diftance, to give timely Notice of the Ap- 
proach of an Enemy, that they might be ina prepared 
Pofture of Defence, fo Chriftians who are engaged in 
a fpiritual War, are highly concern’d to Watch, to 
cep their {piritual Senfes awake and in Exercife, that 
they may be always on their Guard againft the Dan-~ 
ers that continually furround them from their fpiritual 
Enemies, the World, the Flefh and the Deyil, and be 
in a Readinefs, with Wifdom and Skill in the Ule of 
their {piritual Armour,to oppofe their malicious Defigns, 
and to fecure and detend themfelves. And as Soldiers 
being about to face an Enemy, are exhorted and en- 
couraged to ftand their Ground, to be true and faithful 
to their Leaders, and to ftand firm in the Defence of 
the Caufe and Intereft of their Country, and of their 
publick Liberties, fo Chriftians are, an{werably here- 
unto, required to Stand fat inthe Faith, theit Faith 
being not only the main Pare of their’ Armour, with 
, SMES at ; which 
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which they muft Fight, but.the main Caufe for which 


~ ‘they muft Fighr, the Prize they are to contend for: 


ught a good Fighr, faith the Apoftle,;—— I have 
tee ree: ie Aaa they muft ftand faft in this 
Faith; and in order thereunto muft act Hke Afen, with 
Wildom. Strength and Courage. Quit you like Men, be 
firong. Thele Words, which I have chofen for myTexr, 
(not-excluding the .Confideration . of the foregoing, of 
which fome Improvement may be made) carry in them 
the-Sound of a Charge from the Mouth of a Captain, 
or Commander of an Army, animating his Soldiers to 
fome vigorous Engagement with an Enemy ; like that 
of Fofoua to the Captains of the Tribes, encouraging 
them totheir Wars in Canaan, Be firong and of good 
Courage, Joth. 1 18. And again Chap. 10 25. God 
bimfelf had encouraged Yofoua with the fame Words, 
Chap. 1 9. And the likeSpeech often occurs to the fame 
Purpole: Particularly remarkable is tar of Foab at the 
Head of the Forces of J/rael, animating them to charge 
with Vigour and Courage in the Bartle againft the Sy- 
rians and Ammonites, 2Sam. 10, 12. Be of good Courage, 
qud-let us play the Men for our People, &c.. Thus we 
find the Philifiines ftirring up each others Courage to 
Fight againft I/rael, when they underftood that the 
Arle of God was bro’c-into the Camp. Be firong and 
quit your felves like Men,,——in the very Words of th 
Text. 1 Sam. 4 9, The Word here in the Origin: 
avdes ZeBe fignify’s to play the Man, ot to a& Manfull, 
and Valiantly ¢. And Criticks obferve that the Greck 
here anfwers to the Hebrew in thofe Paflages of the 
Old Teftament I have referred to |]. Thas it is requir- 
ed of Chriftians that they fhould exert a mafculine Spi- 
rit and Courage, in maintaining with Perfeverance, a 


vigorous Oppofition againft the Enemies of their Peace, 


Wherefore I fhall here endeavour, Fir/?, with whae 
Brevity [ can, to open and inculcate the Chriftian Dury 


$2Tim. 4.7, { Leigh, Grit. Sacra, || Vid. Pol. syvo9. Critic. 
in Loc, ef Gime ma 


that 
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} 
1 
i that is recommended to us inthefe Terms. And then; 
| being led by the Allufion, fhall make a more particular 
| Application of this Charge to Men of the military Pro- 
Jeffion, agreable to the Defign of this. Day. Accordingly, 
| the Point that lies before us is this, viz, 


bs DOCTRINE. sl 
That Chrifiians in tbe Management of theiv {pirituab 
Warfare, muft quit themfelves hike Men, and be ‘strong. 


And T hope to make it appear both in the doctrinal 


and applicatory Part of my Difcourfe,-That true Man-- 


bin{s ss-fupported and improved by the Préaciples and 
Rules of Chr sfianity, And here, : 


1 It is fuppofed that our present State in pee 

> ha warfaring Stare; our Life is a Weta Men te 

Tequires the Wifdom, Skill and woe concent 
manage aright ; and in this Warfare We 


both as Men and as Chriftians. 


i Time, 
1. As Men. Job 4.x, Is there #0t ie pay there 
flation is varied in the Mn is born to 
ts, Struggles and Conflicts, whet See 
erminated butin Death. This yee Zl a thoufand 
External, arifing tro . 
angers, Hardthips, Raver fives, Crofles & Oppottions 
that befall us in the World. IJsreraal, procee hae 
thie difquieting Paffions, excited by external Obje ts, 
Anger, Grief, Sorrow, Fear, Shame, Defpair, and the 
like, with which we are expofed to daily Conflicts sane 
that oftentimes without are Fightings, and withto are 
Fears*. But more e{pecially, 


2. As Chréftians, Viftea under Chrift’s Banner, we are 
engag’d in a Warfare with his, and our Soul’s Enemies, 


ee as 0G Se Se 
* 2, Cor, vil 5, Sj 
Sin, 


- quit our felves like Men, viz. b i 
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Sin, Satan, the World and the Flefh : All thefe hold 

in Confederacy together.» Satan’s Kingdom, which is 
fet up in Oppofition to the Kingdom of-Chrift, is 
founded in Siz: And the Temptations of the World, 
both its Allurements and Terrors, are his Auxiliaries ; 
and fiefoly Lufts aré the Traitors in our own Bofoms 
that hold Correfpondence with this Enemy, and give 
him mighty Advantages againft us,and are therefore 
the moft dangerous of all. Now with all thefe our 
fpiritual Enemies, we have openly declared War, 'by 
taking upon us a Chriftian Profeffion, and by coming 
over into the Camp of Chrift, and renouncing the 
Interefts of Sin and Satan, And therefore in Point of 
Duty and Fidelity to our; Lord Redeemer; the Captain 
of our Salvation, as well as from a prudent Regard 
to our own fpiritual Peace and. Welfare, we ought to 
be conftantly arm’d for a Conflict, to take to ourfelves, 
and with Wifdom, Courage and Refolution to improves 
the whole {piritual Armour he has furnith’d us Withal. ¢ 


Wherefore,. : 
2. In the Management of this Spiritual Warfare, ave 
wut quit our felues like Aken, and be Strong. 
Now the Enquiry is, 

Q, What Matter of Duty is laid upon us by this 
Charg,e to quit our felves like Men? The latter In- 
junction, Be ftrovg; comes in as an Explication of the 
former, and fhews in one {pecial Inftance, how w 


Refolution and Courage, becoming Afy = 
may be confider’d as one main Branch u 
neral Head, wherein true Manhood confi 
muft we quit our {elves like Mey ? 


T Anfwer, We may be faid to guj ; ik 
wer, : quit our felves Lik 

Men, cither by governing our felves by Brisas “of 
+ Eph. vi. xe, f : 

Bw Reafon, 
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Reafon, whereby Men are differenced from Brutes, or 
by rewing forth a manly Spirit, whereby Men diftin- 


guifh themfelves from Childrem. Both thefe Ways we 


muft quit our {elves hike Men. Therefore, 


_ 1. In general, Zo be truly Religéous, és to quit our 
‘felves like Men, like reafonable Creatures: For Religi- 
on is the higheft Improvement and Exaltation of Rea- 
fon, and that which. puts the main Difference between 
Men and Beafts. All the Reafon of Man is for Relj- 
gion and Holinefs, and againft Sin. Hence that up. 
braiding Admonition to Idolaters, [fai. 46 8. Remembep 
this, and fhew your felves Aen. If Sinners woulg 
foew themfelves Men, and act up to the Dignity of the 
humane Nature, and exert the peculiar Powers and 
Capacities of it, they muft needs become Religious, 
and abandon all Irreligion, Sin and Wickednefs, which 
is highly Irrational, befides Reafon, and againft it . 
Whereas all the ftated Laws of Religion are adjufted 
to the ftricteft Reafon ; Piety and Devotion towards 
God, Righteoufnefs and Charity towards Man, Sobriety 
and Temperance with Refpect to our felves, (in which 
the Sum of practical Religion confifts * ) are Thing, 
unexceptionably juft, and approve themfelves to the 
pureft Reafon of Mankind. {nthe moral Government 
of Man, God dealeth with him as areafonable Creature; 
in all the Revelations of his Will concerning Man’s 
Duty and Happinefs, he ftill addreflzs him as a rational 
free Agent. So he fpeaks in the Prophet Ifai, 1. 18 
19,20. Gome, and het us Reafon together, faith the Lord. 
«sf ye be Wibking and Obedient, ye foalh eat the Good 
of the Land, &c. His Laws are fo adapted to our 
reafonable Powers, and as it were interwoven with 


them, that were we freed from the byafs of carnal Af. . 


fections and Paffions, which participate of the Temper 
of the Body, wherein we are ally’d to the Brute Ani- 
mals, and were we at Liberty to purfue the rational 


* Titus ii, 12, 
% Dictates 


Bs 


f 
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Didtates of our Minds, Religion in ics ftricteft Rules 
woud not be tho’t Grievous, but embraced out of 
Choice, as a Thing connatural, eafy, pleafant, and the 
moft beautiful and amiable Thing in the .World. 
Moreover, all the Promifes and Zbreatnings of God’s 
Word are fuited to the Principles of Man’s Nature, 
as he is a Creature endowed with a rational Judgment, 
and Liberty of Choice, capable of being influenc’d in 
his Aétions by Hopes and Fears +. So that thea we 
may be truly faid to a&t Jike Men, when we behave our 
felves towards God as Creatures, fo made, ought to do, 
in purfuing the End of our Beings, by ufing aright the 
noble Powers of our rational Natures, in all che In- 
ftances of a fober, righteous, and godly Life, which is 
a Thing fo Juft, that none can except againft it, with- 
out difclaiming, atthe fame Time, the Principles of 
Reafon and Humanity. More particularly, 


2. To quit our felves like Men, is to put away chit. 
difh Things, and to put forth the Virtues & Perfetions 
of a manly Spirit. 


1. We mutt put away childifo Things. When T was 
@ Child, faith the Apoftle, I fpake as aChild, I up. 
derftood as a Child, I thought as a Child, bur when I 
became a Man, I put away childifo Things *. Ue is un. 
becoming Men in their adult Age, to think, fpealk, 
and bufy themfelves like Children. So if Chriftiang 
would aé& like Men, and preferve the Dignity oftheir 
Natures, as Men, and Chriftians, they mutt put away 
the Follies, Vices, and Impertinences of Children 
which through the Weaknefs of their Age, or the 
Corruption of their Natures, they are fubjeé to, 


Ce away, 
t. Childifo Thoughts. How vain and 
Childrens Thoughts and Fancies, which they delete 


ee eee aac 
t Deut. xxx, 19, * 1 Cor. xiii Il. 


Ba and 
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and reject when they arrive to riper Years? Thus 
Chriftians muft, guard their Minds againft all vain, 


-foolith, trifling and confuled Thoughts and Mufings, 
. efpecially all vicious Imaginations ; and learn to think 


ferioufly, clofely, and pertinently, as Men of ripe 
Parts, and employ their Meditations upon the great 
Things of God’s Law and Gofpel ;_ Things Spiritual 
and Heavenly ; and not fuffer_ earthly Things to en- 
Zrofs all their Thoughts and Studies, and fill their 
Minds from Morning to Night, without leaving Room 
Or the more ferious and {piritual Exercifes of the 
Mind. Thoughts excited by, and exercifed upon fen- 
fible Objects, are childith Thoughts, mean and trifling 
31 comparifon of the more rational, manly, and fublime 


cditations on the fpiritual Myfteries of Religion ; 


the delightful Exercife of pious Souls I. - 


fy tilde Talk. All unfavory, vain, frothy, unedi- 
ying Communication, is unbecoming the Gravity. of 
riftians, even as Childrens Talk is unbecoming Men 

vu Underftanding In all our Converfation we fhou’d 
ave Regard nor only to Truth and Chariry, but to 

f ammeys and confider what is ecoming our holy Pro- 
“Mon. Bute Fornication and alt Uncheannefs, or Cove- 
Re Ks # not be once named among you, as nage 
'S 3 weither foalify Talking, vor fefting which are 

BO convenient, (ith we Apottle, ( pas oe 4.) And 


. Bain, Let no corrupt Communication proveed out of your 


Mouth, but that which ; fe. of eaHtyin 
(Cie. ; on which is Good to rhe Ue of edifying, 


3. Childify Paflimes. The Age of Youth and Child- 
ood is the pleafant playing Age.” ’Tis promifed as 
2n Toftance of God’s Favour to Ferufalem, (Zech. 8, 5.) ° 
hac rhe Streets of the City foall be full of Boys and 
Girls, Playing ia tée Streets thereof °Tis decent enough 
for Children, who for want of Difcretion of Mind, or 


| PGalmi 2. 


=f id 


Ability 
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Ability of Body, are not fit for more ferious Bufinefs, 

for “Boys and Girls to play in the Streets ;” but it is. 
unfeemly and f{candalous in Men and Women'to {pend 

their Time in Sports and Diverfions, whofe Age and * 
Capacity fit them for graver Employments. Herein 
Chrittians muft aét like Men in renouncing vain, carnal 
Myrth and Paftimes, and filling up their Time, as 
much as this State of Imperfection will admit, with the 
Bufinefs of their general and particular Callings. See 
that ye walk circumfpettly, not as Fools, but as Wife, 
vedecming the Lime, (Eph. 5. 15,16 ) Not flothful in Bu- 
finefs 5 fervent in Spirit, ferving the Lord,(Rom. 12.11, ) 


4. Childifa Paffions. Children are often peevifh and 
quarrelfom, fullen and out of Humour at every flight 
Difguft, Quarrels and Contentions are childith Things, 
which Chriftians fhou’d put far away from them *; ef- 


.. pecially fuch as arife from {mall Provocations: Some 


may, perhaps, think they ac& a manly Part to refene 
every Slight put upon them, to manifeft their Difplea- 
fure at every petty [njury or Aftront, to beara Grudge, 
and ftudy Revenge ; and that it is a weak and cow. 
ardly Part to put up Wrongsand Abufes; bur really 
it is a childith Weaknefs, not to be able to curb the 
Paffions, and fhews they want that Command of them- 
felves, that Men of Reafon ought to have ; and hae 
they want that Difcretton of a Man that deforpith pi; 
Anger, (Prov. 19. 11. ) The contrary Temper often 
difcovers Mens Shame and Folly ; for @ Fools [i7-ap), re 
prefently knows, faith Solomon, buz g prudent Atay 
covererh Shame, (Prov, 12. 16) ae 


5. Childifo Appetites and Defires ; and thefe beer 
asto the Matter and Manner of them. As to riz Mut : 
of them, Things agreable to thé Senfes: For Child Ke 
are led by Senfe, beforethey come to the ufe at Roe 
fon, and are much better pleas’d with Toys that alee 


their Senfes, than with thofe Things which would do 
I ] 

them a real Benefit, Young People are for cugihine 

ech walking 

* ‘ tB 
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6x the Sight of their Eyes +. And therefore are like 
Children herein, who are led by Senfe, whofe Defires 
are mainly carry’d out to carnal Things, that fuir the 
Appetites and Conveniences of the Body, and have no 
Tafte or Relith for Things Spiritual ; thus they rbat 
are after the Flefh, do mind the Khings of the Flefp *, 
But Chriftians mutt be otherwife minded, to diftinguith 
themfelves from Children, and muft renounce the Con- 
duét of Senfe, and fubordinate Senfe to Reafon and 
Faith. We muft walk by Faith, and not by carnal Sight 
and Senfe +; and muft learn to difcera the Things that 
differ, and approve thole that are Excellent ||. And as to 
the Manner of Childrens Defires, they are, for the moft 
Part, vehement and impatient of Delay, they kKnownot 
how to wait, for what they eagerly defire, but muft 
have prefent Satisfaction, So are all the flethly Lufts 
of Mens Hearts, importunate to be gratified with pre- 
fent Things. But Chriftians muft renounce fuch chil- 
dith Appetites, anddeny worldly Lufts, and difclaim 
this prefent World for their Portion, and govern them- 
elves by Eaith of better Things, and be content to 
wait for an Inheritance in Reverfion ; agreable to that 
Maxim of troe Wildom, that requires us to fubmit to 
a leffer Evil, to avoid a greater, and to deny our {elves 


infome prefent Conveniences, for the obtaining a grea- 
terGood. 


ot, We muft quit our felues like Men, by exerting the 
Virtues and Perfetlions of a manly Spirit. Parcicularly, 


1. We muft exercife the Reafon and Underftanding of 
Men, in all Matters of a religious Nature, and in the 
whole Conduct of our Lives. Be not Children in Un- 
derftanding, faith the Apoft e. | howbest, in Malice be ye 
Children, but in Underjianding be Mes, We mutt im- 
prove our Reafon in ftudying and contemplating the 
Difcoveries God has made of himfelf and his Perfeéti- 


+ Eccl. xi 9, *Rom. vii.5. ¢2Cor. v7 || Phil-i. 10. 
4 1 Cor. xiy. 20. 
ons, 
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s by his Word, and by his Works. This is anoble 
Raplowmens of our reafonable Powers. Efpecially 
we muft exercife ourReafon and Underftanding, in 
fearching into the Truths of Revelation for the 
Government of our Faith and Practice, and) that 
we may be able to give a Rea/on of that Faith and 
Hope that is in us t. And in all Duties of religious 
Worthip, we muft offer a reafonable Service to God |]. 
Ignorance may well enough pafs for the Mother of 
popifh. Devotion; but the manly Devotion of a true 
Chriftian, requires the intenfe Exercife of his intel- 
ledtual Powers. It is not enough to have a warm Af. 
fection, but we muft have a clear and found Mind. 
Moreover, both our perfonal and relative Condugé& 
affords a large Scope for the Exercife and Improvement 
of Reafon, But this rather falls under the next Head, 


2, We muft exercife the Wifdom, Fudgment and Dif. 
cretion of ‘Men. Children are raw and unexperienc’d, 
and their childifh Weaknels is often feen in theic 
Judgment and Choice, in preferring Trifles before 
Things of great Worth, But Men whofe Reafon is 
ripen’d by Age, and improv’d by much Experience and 
Obfervation, are capable of a more folid Judgment ; 
and herein Chriftians muft fhew themfelves Men, of a 
ripe Judgment, which is highly needful in all Matters 
of Faith, that they may be able to diftinguith and 
judge aright of Things that differ, and being skilfus 
ta the Word of Righteoufnefs, may readily difcern be- 
tween Truth and Error, as Men of full Age, who by 
Reafon of Use, have their Senfes exercifed to difcern 
both Good and Evil *, This manty Difcretion and 
Wifdom, is neceffary to reduce our Knowlege to 
Pradtice in all particular Cafes, that che Kuowlege of 
God’s Will may produce its happy Fruitsin us, sa aif 
Wifdom and (piritual Underftanding +. This is of fin- 
gular Ufe in the whole Chriftian Life and Warfare, 


T 1 Pet iii. 15. || Rom. xii. 1, * Heb, v. 13,14. ¢ Coli g- 


to 


', todire& us how to order our Conve 


* fpiritual Wi/dons 


> 
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vfations aright toi 
wards God and towards Man ; how to {pend our Time 
moft profitably, what Portions of. it to apply to religi- 
ous Exercifes, and what, to our worldly Occafions ; how 
to ofder all our fecular Affairs, that they may not in: 
trench on Religion, nor juftle out the Duties of God’s 
Worfhip ; how to demean our felves in every Rela- 
tion, as Members of the Family, Church, and common 


Wealth, that our whole Converfe and Deportment 4 


may be: inoffenfive, pure and amiable, feafon’d with 
the Fear of God.;. how to difpofe our Charity to the 
beft Advantage ; how and when to pleafe our Neigh- 
bour for bis Good to Edification, without indulging him 
in any finful Humour ; how to adminifter Reproofs as 
to Time, Manner, and Circumftances, fo as may be 
moft likely to gain an Offender ; when to keep Si- 
and how to Speak ; how to Converfe 
#s:Decomes our holy Profeffion, in good Company, and 
in bad Company ; how to govern the Paffions and Ap- 
Peties; howtocarry it in the Ule of our lawful Lie 
Derty, in Meats, Drinks, Apparrel, Vifits and Recrea- 
"ons, that we May nottranfgrefs the Rules of Decency, 
Reafon, and Religion: 1p all thefe, and numberlefs 
other loftances, Wiflom is profitable to déreél, and this 
will meke a Chrittian’s Face to faine *, 
& Beauty & Luftre to his Converfation 


More efpecial] 


and adda winin 


5 y, this manly Virtue is eminently 
ufeful in our (piritual Warfare, to direét us how to 
manage it moft fuccefsfully, and how moft skilfully to 
employ the feveral, Parts of our {piritual Armour ; that 
underftanding and confidering our peculiar Temptati- 
ons, Infirmities, and moft prevalent Corruptions, and 
being acquainted with the Advantages; Wiles and 
Stratagems of our fpiritual Adverfaries, we may be 


excited to ufe all needful Precaution, to be always 
fober and vigile 


Se ee 


* Eccl, viii. 1. 


Strength, 


ut, depending on divine Grace and . 


: 


Sa ee 


a 


Aa Oe 


a arts 
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Strength, & to double our Guard where our Weaknefs 
chiefly lies, and in a Senfe of our own Infufficiency to 
have recourfe to divine Aids by Prayer and Supplica- 
tion. Inall which Refpects, Chriftians fhould acquit 
themfelves like Men of Wifdom and Difcretion. 


3. We muft few forth the Stability and Conftancy of 
Men, in Ontotion to the Pitesti eed Untteddinefs 
of Children, who have their Way to choofe, and often 
change & repent the Choices they have made. ’Tis ex- 
pected that Men fhould manage themfelves with amore 
fteddy & regular Conduct. And hereinChriftians mutt 
be of a manly Spirit, & not fuffer themfelves to be like 
Children roffed to and fro, and carréed about with every 
Wind of Doktrine ¢. But muft be fledfaft én the Faith, 
and fledfajt, and unmovable, always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord || Having chofed. the Way of Truth, 
and fettled our Principles, we muft be invariably true, 
and conftant in our Adherence to them, & flick clofe to 
God’s Zefinsonies*. But much of the Nature of thisVir- 
rue runs out into the next I fhall mention, and chiefly 
infift on,which the Text puts the BteatehtEmpha/is upon, 


. We rau few forth the Streagth, Courage, and Re: 
filacon of doy This is a Perfection fo peers TON 
manly Spirit, which diftinguifhes Men from Children 
and Babes, that it hath the Name of Avanbood in an 
appropriate Senfe commonly given toit, This {piritual 
Fortitude (for itis the Strength of the Soul, and not of 
the Body, that is here intended) feems to be Peculiarly 
aimed at by the Apoftle in this Iojunétion, uj yous 
like Men ; for he adds by way of Explication, as I have 
obférv’d, Be flrog. This Fortitude isa mattial Virtue 
which hath a peculiar & fovereign Ufe and Influence in 
our Chriftian Warfare : It is by this Virtue that we are 
enabled perfeveringly to adhere to a good Caufle, and’ 
manfully to perfift in the Paths of Virtue and Holinefs, 


t Ephive 14, |] 1 Pet. v, 9. 1.Cor.xy, 58, * Pfal. cxix. 30,310 
Cc : whatever, 
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whatever Temptations, Difficulties, or Difcourage ments 
are thrown in the Way to obftruct us herein, or divert 
us therefrom, 


True Fortitude holds the ean between thofe two 
Extreams of a daring Rajbnefs on the one Hand, anda 


Aneaking Cowardice on the other. Rajbnefs offends in 
- the Exce/i, when Men out of foolifh Obftinacy, expofe 


themfelves to Dangers, or rufh into them_unadvifedly 
and without neceffity, prompted by vain Glory, or any 
other headftrong Paffion, not duly confidering the 
Confequences of their Adtions. Cowardice is as much 
an Error in the Defe?, when Men are prevailed with 
to decline their Duty, or to defert a good Caufe in 
which they are engag’d, thro’ Fear and Difpondency of 
Mind, under a profpeét of Difficulties and Dangers. 

utin Oppofition to both thefe Extreams, a true Spirit 
of ‘Fortitude, as it will not expole a Man to needlels 
Dangers, fo it will enable him, being fupported by 
Faith and Hope in God, to go on with a refolved Con- 
fancy in the Way of his Doty, without fhrinking of 

werving, whatever Fears he may be imprefs’d with, of 
whatever Temptations, Difficulties, or Dangers may 
prefent themfelves to his View. 


The fhuning of needlefs Dangers is an Effect of that 
Wifdom and Precaution that is  cpeh es a retail 
Creature, in Purfuance of the grand Principle. of felf 
Prefervation, implanted by the wile Creator, in all 
rational and fenfitive Beings ; and therefore not incon- 
fiftent with a valiant Spirit, which can contemn the 
Breateft Dangers, when a virtuous and good Caule 
makes it neceffary to encounter them. 


Nor, again, is it an Argument of a weak and cow- 
ardly Spirit, to be imprefs’d with Fear of thofe Evils, 
which we muft unavoidably encounter, if we would 
perfevere in the Way of our Duty. This is evident 
beyond Exception from the Example of the Afan Chri/t 
efws,who,as in all other manly Perf:étions,fo in apie 

© 
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courage & Might, incomparably excefI’d all theChil- 
re of Men ja fignal Specimen whereo{,he gave theNight 
before hisSufterings,when having eaten thePa/overwith 
hisDifciples,(in the original Inftitution whereof, the J/- 
raclites were forbid to go.out of their Houfes, for fear 
of the deftroying Angel +, yet, ) he couragioufly 
went forth to meet his Enemies (having afull Profpect _ 
of all the Circumftances of his Paffion ) as it were 
challenging all the Powers of Darknefs, in fuch tri- 
umphant Language (we may {uppofe) as that in which 
he is bro’c in {peaking, by the evangelical Prophet, 
in his State of Humiliation, He # wear, that ju(lstieth 
me, who will contend with me? Let us ftand rogerher ; 
who és mine Adverfary 2? Let bim come near to me }. 
Therefore he fe bis Face like @ Flint, and went on 
with an undaunted Courage and Magnanimity, being 
confident of the Goodnefs of the Caufe, andthe glo.. 
rious [flue of the Combat, thro’ the divine Power and 
Prefence with him. But was hethen withoutall Fears 2 
No ; the Evangelift tells us, that he was fore Amazed, 
(Mark 14. 33.) And the Author to the Hebrews, thar 
he Feared, (Heb. 5. 7.) Thefe Fears argued no Degree 
of Defpondency, but were the Effect of the natural 
Reludancy of the innocent humane Nature of our 
bleffed Saviour, againft his Sufferings in View 5 but 
his Courage exceeded his Fears, and carried him tri- 
umphantly through all. Fear is an involuntary Im. 
preffion onthe Mind of a reafonable Creature, arifing 
from the Pre-apprehenfions of approaching Evils, ef- 
pecially if they be great, near, and unavoidable. Some 
may feem to be courageous and fearlefs, through meer 
Ignorance, or a ftupid Inconfideration of the Caufes of 
Fear, But the greater fuch Fears are, that arife from 2 
juft Caufe, the greater is the Courage and Refolution 
that withftands them, that breaks through them, and 
gets the Maftery of them. 


+ Exod, xii, 22,23. + IGi, 1. 8 
Cz 


This 
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This is one Inftance of true Fortitude, not to be 
without Fears, but fo to manage, and keep them under, 
that they may not divert us from, nor clog and deprefs 
our Spirits in our Courfe of Duty ; bur that we may, 
be able notwithftanding, to keep up a comfortable 
Hope in God, free from a fervile Dejection of Spirit. 


But Chriftian Fortitude is difcover’d in withftanding 
‘ell Oppofition to the’ fpiritual Life, not only from the 


errors of Senfe, but from the Gratifications of Senfe, 


worldly Pleafures, Profits and Honours 3; when thele 
prove Temptations to decline our Duty, or betray our 
Virtue andInnocence in any Degree, we mutt refit 
them with a manly Refolution, and be inflexible to. 
their Importunitics, Here lies much of our daily 
Chriftian Confli&, while we are furrounded with the 
tempting Objeéts of this World. And we have need 
of a Spitit of Fortitude, that we may quit our, felves 
dike Men, and preferve the Dignity of our. Natures, 45 
Men, and keep up the Dominion of Reafon and Con- 
{cience, over brutal Appetites and Paffions : | for this 

urpofe we muft be conftantly arm’d with the Forti- 
tude and ’Refolution of Men. This will be a Guard 
fo every Virtue, anda Bulwark againit every Vice; 
Yea, itis the very Life and Soul, and animating Prin- 
cipte of all the Virtues. Without Fortitude, Wifdom 
will foon degenerate jnto Weaknefs ; Temperance 
expire in Luxury; Meeknefs, ruffle into Paffion ; take 
away Fortitude, and Juftice will foon warp, Conftancy 
will foon waver, Charjty will foon cool, Hope will 
foon flig, Zeal will foon flacken, Patience will foon 
tire : In a Word, Fortitude is fo effential to all the Vir- 
ee that without it, they loofe both their Name and 

ature, . x : ae 


Now the feveral Inftances in which we fhall have. 
Occafion to exert our Chriftian Fortitude in this our” 
militant State, are thefe thre 


ings, and {pecial Config, 


a. Io 


f viz. In Services, Suffer 


Oe le 


ty 
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. In Services, A Chriftian’s: Work is infeperable 
kan his Warfare, by Reafon of the continual Conflic& 
between Fle and Spirit. For the Flejb luftech againft 
the Spirit, and the Spirit againft the Flea ; and thefe 
are contrary the one to the other ; So that ge cannot do 
the Thing that ye would *. We meet with Oppofition « 
every Step of our Way to, Heaven. The Flefh will 
be a conftant pull-back, perfwading us to confult its 
Eafe ; therefore we had need to exert our felves with 
Courage and Vigour in doing the Will of God. Hence 
faith God to, Zofoua, Not only, be ftrong, and of good 
courage to Fight the Cuaanites ; but be. thou ftrong and 
very couragious, that. thou mayeft obferve to do according 
to all the Law which. Moles my Servant commanded 
thee; turn not from st to the right Hand nor ro. the 
jeft $. When we confider the Labours and Self-denials 
that a Courfe of ftrid Religion will coft us, as it will, 
often put us upon. croffing. the Flefh, and executing 
a kind of Violence on the Members of the Body,, 
plucking out a vight Bye, and cutting off a right Hand, 
‘upon watching, ftriving, wreftling, and counter. acting: 
the corrupt Principles and Practices of a carnal World, 
whereby we muft expeét to incur the Cenfure and De- 
rifion of the ungodly Multitude, it will appear that. 
an high Degree of Strength, and Courage, and manly. 
Refolution, is neceflary to an unWearied Progrefs and. 
Perfeverance therein. 


a, In. Suffwrings, If thou faint, faith Solomon, in the 
Day of Adverfiy, thy Strength ts (malt. a Time of 
Adverfity will try the: Strength of our Souls; and a 
perfevering and unfainting Patience under the Adver- 
fities of Life, fupported by the Reafons of Faith, and a 
ftedfaft Truft in God, his Power, Mercy, Truth, and 
all) Sufficiency, engaged by Promife, and a comforting 
Hope of the happy Conclufion of all in eternal Life 
and Bleffednefs, is a noble Inftance and Evidence of 


Gaby JoMi 6,7. + Prov. xxiv. ro, 
Ces the 
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the {piritual Strength and Valour of a Chriftian. And 
Gere, in this vale of Tears is,the trial of the Fasth and 
Parsence of the Saints ; thofe warfaring Graces, fuited 
to a State of Sufferings |]. And to be able to hold out 
with an unmoved Conftancy inthe Exercife of Paré- 
ence and Long fufféring with Foyfulnefi, under all Sorts 
of Trials, will be an Evidence of a glorious divine 


Power fupporting, of an heavenly Vigour infus’d into , 


the Heart of a Chriftian 2 


3. In [peciah Confliéts with Corruptions and Temp- 
tations. Our three great Enemies, with whom we are 
engag’d in a War, are the Fiefo, the World, and the 
Devil*, But the main Advantage that the Devil and 
the World have againft us, lies inthe Treachery of 
thofe carnal Lufts that are inbred in our corrupt Na- 
tures, and which take Part with the Devil and the 
World, againft the true Intereft of our Souls; our Con- 
Ai& therefore with our fpiritual Enemies lies not 
abroad, or at a diftance, but is a domeftick War ; the 
Seat of it is in our own Bowels: So that neither the 
Devil, nor the World,can work us any real Annoyance 
(except in peculiar Cafes, wherein Satan is permitted to 
affli& the Children’ of God with his more immediate 
curfed Suggeftions and Terrors) unlefs our Flefh join 
in Confederacy with them. The Fle is an Enemy, 
in refpect both of irs corrupt Zu/ts and Paffiows; or in 
refpect of inordinate Appetites to the dele@able Ob- 
jects of\Senfe, fuch as Senfuality, Covetoufnefs and 
Pride, (or as the fame are otherwife exprefs'd by the 
Apoftle, terming them, the Luft of the Flefh, the Luft 
of the Eyes, and the Pride of Life +) and érregular 
Paffions excited by Objects difagreable to Senfe, as 
Auger, Wrath, Malice, Difcontent, and Impatience, 
carnal Fear andShame: Thefe carnal Lufts and Paffi- 
ons are kept in Life, fed and cherifhed by the World, 
which prefents the Objedts,"and fomented and inflamed 


|] Rev. xiii. 10, Col. i 11, * 1 Pet, di, 11, $ Joh,ii. . 
y 
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by the Devil, . If therefore, we manfully refift and 
conquer thefe Lufts, our Victory over Satan and the 
World, will follow of Courfe. Here then our Chrift ian 
Fortitude muft principally difcover itfelf, in expelling 
thefe fecret Traitors, thefe Enemies of our own Houfe, 
that do us the greatefty Mifchief, in carrying a ftrict 
Hand over the Affections, in refolutely withftanding 
the infinuating Charms of vicious Appetites, ard refift- 
ing their importunate Cravings, and keeping the dif- 
orderly Paffions under a regular Management. Here 
we mut be firong and quit our felves like Men, and 
Fight *, that we may not become Servants to thefe 
bale Lufts, and fo degrade our felves fromthe Dignity 
of Men, to the Condition of Beafis, We a& the Man, | 
while we contend to keep up our Dominion over 
them, We aé& the Beajt, by a fhameful yielding to, 
their Influence, And Wifdom will teach us to employ 
our Fortitude chiefly againft our peculiar favourite 
Lufts, which we are moft in Danger of being overcome 
by, Here efpecially we muft both watch, and ftrive 
to ftand our Ground with the Conftancy and Refolu- 
tion of Men; againft rbefe we muft bend the Force of 
our whole {piritual Armour, for in them lies the main 
Strength of our Enemies, and our eycecir en the fpi- 
ritual Confliét is very much to be eftimated according 
as we prevail and getthe Victory over rer, 


In thefe feveral Inftances, wherein the whole Con: 
cern of our fpiritual Warfare is comprized, we muft 
put on and exercife a mafculine Courage and Fortj- 
tude. I fhall only add, that the Chriftian Principles 
by which this Virtue is fupported and animated, are 
chiefly thefe three, viz Fasth, Hope, and Love, the ef. 
fential Ingredients in the Chriftian Temper |]; and 
they have each their Part affign’d in our {pirirual War. 
fare. Let us put on, faith the Apoftle {, "the Breafiplate 


* Alluding to 1 Sam. iy, ix. |] 1 Cor, xiti.13, t1 Thef v. 8. 
z ‘ 
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of Faith and Love, 
Salvation. Let a Word or two fuffice to each of thefes 

x. Among the militant Graces, Faith leads the Van, 
an4 infpires Life and Vigour into the reft- Faith as 
it ats on Chrift, who is the Strength of our Hearts, 
andon the Word of God, the Means of deriving {pi- 
ritual Strength from. him, is of fingular Ufe in the 
Spiritual Warfare ; and though it often meets with hard 
Struggles, yet it will at laft bare away the Vidtory 
and therefore the Apoftle recommends it as the 
choiceft Piece of our fpiritual Armour. Above ail, 
faith he, take rhe Shield of Faith *, Faith is a Chriftian’s 
Shield that encompafleth him around, that on which 
Side foever he. be attack’d, his Faith will be of emij- 
nent Service for his Defence, 


* There are Temptations on the right Hand, and on 
the Left ; the Blandifhments of worldly Pléafures, 
* Profits and Honours on the one Hand, and the Ter- 
Tors and Afirightments of Senfe, Hardthips and Dif- 
courapements on the other; but Eaith as it realizes 
invifible Things, as itis the Subftance of what we hope 
Sor, and the Evidence of what we fee not t, is able to 
bring preponderating Reafons to bafile the Force of all 
emptations. Againft worldiyAllurements,it can lay in’ 
ballance the Pleafures, Riches, & Honours of the King- 
dom of God, and fo brakes theForce of the Enemy froma 
thatQuarter: And the everlafting Punifhments of a fus 
tureState, which Eaith apprehendsas real, & moft awful; 
are more than an over Ballance to all the Terrors of 
Senfe, Let us therefore fand faftin the Faith ; and 
then we fhall Be firong, and quit our felves like Men, 


2. Hope, the genuine and immediate Offspring of a 
Chriftian Faith, ferves for an Helmet in this Warfare, 
as it fecures the Head, and keeps up Lifé and Spigir, and 

a teers tne 
* Eph, vi. xvi, Heb. xi. x, z 
. forvifies 


and for as Helmet, the Hope of 


“us co renew the Cor 
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ifies Refolution in the midft of Temptations and 
rR can This is the great Incentive to’ the 
Exercife of all our active poet 78 it counteracts, and 
( ifpiriring Fears . 7 Tis Hope that will enable 
pers cupunge .& with freth TSO Megs 
by the Importunities of the Flefh; Aac when 
Walesa and Caloniitits overfi,w and reach even to rhe 
Neck t, Hope will keep the Head above Water, in a 
patient Exp-@tation of the happy Mae of all, fill 
Vookine for the Mercy of our Lord Fefus Chisft unto 
OI) iain . | 
eternal Life. 


i i ‘0 a Principle of Chriftian Fortitude, 
fale a ae with the two form-r,will tender a 
Chriftiaa impregnable seen Bs ee ae ik 
inde ing Grace, and fuited to Lat : 
een tend et the Work avd Labour of Love ||. But 
ting with Oppofition, Love will flume out inta 
Zeal ae ly Paul and his Companions in the Gofpel, 
isa th oe NEEA befide shemfelves, fuch. was their Zeal 
Mine Cok of their blefled Mafter ; but the true Reafon 


. ; irained them * — Love is 
vias, the Love of Chrift confirasned. i fine 
generous, and publick fpirited, and will not Ww Wie 


‘ ies, €0 ferve its beloved 
Dangers, oh eee : firong as Death +, jlaith do- 
eee Aid of the primitive Martyrs it is laid, They 
he their Lives unto the Dearh },i. e. their. Lovey 
ei i alty to their bleff<d R-deemer, prevailed over 
ote cea REE of their own Lives, fo that they could 
oy them up to Death for his fake: And thus they 
Tarts off Conquerors in the War with t4e Dragon, and 
fe combin’d Powers of Earth and Hell. And. it is a 
Prec-ptof our holy, Religion, that see cughe ro lay dows 
our Lives for the Brethren *, for thofe that bare, that 
Relation either in the Bonds’ of civil Society or {piritual 
Communion ; and ’tis a Precept fuited to this heroi¢ 


f Wi viii 8. | Gal. v.6. 1 Theft. 3¢ Heb. vi. 10. ¥ 2, Core 
v.13, 34 Cant, viii. 6, 7. | Rev. sii, in, #y Jolin di 16, 


BD ' Principle 
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Piinciple of Love, which on juft & proper Occafions, will. 


prompt to the Obfervance of it. ‘Thus we fee by thefe 
few Hints, what a’ Spirit of Fortiude and Manhood, 
our chriftian Principles will infpire into thofe that are 


the 
‘ APPLICATION. 


* And here, omitting wholly the more general Ufes, 
and Inferences, from what bas been difcours’d, which?E 
tho’t to have propounded; I fhall proceed according 
to my intended Method, To make a more particular‘ 
Application of the Charge,in the. Zext to thofe of the 
Ahlrary Oder and Proteffion ; who are _concern’d on 
a double Account to ata manly Part, both as Chrifiz- 

Gms and Soldiers, . 


But, in Order hereunto, there are two Principles I 
fhall lay down, as the Ground of this Addrefs, 


The Firft isthe Confifency of the Chrifian with rhe 
milirary Calling and Employment. And Secondly, Thar 
true martial Courage and Valour is-grearly befriended 
and improv'd by the Principles of Chrifian Fortitude. 


Firft, T thal lay it down asa Principle, ‘That rh ye 
8s no Inconfifiency of the Military with the Ghrifitan 
Calling ; though the Weapons Proper to the one, are 
Carnal, to the other; Spiritual, yet that it. is lawful’ 
and warrantable for Chriftians, as Members of the com- 
mon Wealth, to bear Arms, and engage in a juft War 
under the Condu& and Authority of the civil Magif- 
trate ; which is a Potnt capable of eafy Proof, however 
confidently it has been denied and oppofed by the So- 
cinian Tribe, and fundry other Ses, both in’ the pre- 
fent, and paft Ages, being led into this Error, by fome 
mifunderftood, ‘and’ mifapplied’ Paflages ‘of Scripture, 
Though my Subjectdoes not lead me-to.confider.the 
Lawfulnefs of the Soldiers Calling, or to fettle it asa 
Point of Confcience, yet to thew the Propriety of this 

‘ oa aa Addrefs 


truly acted and influenc’d by them. I come now to 
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Addrefs to Men of that Order;& that it may appear that 
the Chrsftian and the Soldser are not Terms incompa- 
tible.. Let me obferve in a few Words, 


“ye That it is‘beyond Difpute,that the People & Servants 
of God under the Old Teftament (among whom, were 
divers eminently pious and holy Perfons) took up Arms 
and made War againft their Enemies, by a manifeft di- 
vine Direction and Approbation ; which fhews thatthe 
Thing is not in é felf Uolawful ; nor is there the leaft 
Hint in the facted Writings, that leads us to conclude 
it to befo ; on the contrary, if we would form a Judg- 
ment by the Light of Nature, it appears reafonable and 
juft, being directed to, and warranted, efpecially in Cafe 
of an injuft Invafion, by the natural Law of {elf Pre- 
fervation, Hence, 


2. Let me obferve, That there is no Alteration made 
in thofe Things that are founded on the Law of Na- 
ture or Nations, by the Religion of the New Téftament 
of our Saviour. It being very remote from the Defign 
of Chrift, or’ of the fiift Preachers of the Gofpel, to 
ereg& a new civil Polity in theWorld, or to abolith an 
Ordinance of Man for the Prefervation of the Peace 
and Order of civil Society. As therefore, Particular 
Perfons are allow’d, and required by the immutable, 
and unrepealable Law of Nature, to repel force by 
force in neceffary felf Defence 3 fo by the fame 
Right, Kingdoms and politick Bodies, may lawfully det 
fend themfelves againft any injurious, encroaching 
Enemy, by exerting the Force proper to them, as fuch = 
And this warrants, at leaft a defenfive War, And.al- 
lowing but the Lawfulnefs of a deferfive War (son 
Grounds of Nature) againft an unjuft Agpre 
this is fufficient to juftify the militar 
The Kingdom which our blefled [, 
in the World, being ofa {piritual q 
does not at all interfere with the Rights of Nations, 
or earthly Kingdoms, but leaves them as fully” pot. 
fefs’d of them, as‘it found iy: “a Belides ue 


3. There 


flor, even 
y Employment. 
ord came to fet up 
nd heavenly Nature, 
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3. There are clear and. plain Intimations, in the 
Writings of the New Yefament, of the Lawfulnels of 
the military Calling When our Saviour was quefti- 
on’d concerning his Kingdom, by Pilate, he an{wered, 
(Joho 18.36) Ay Kingdom is not of this World : Wf my 
Kingd.m were of this World, then would my Servants 
Fighr, that I fhould not be delivered to the Hews.  Inti- 
Mating, as one obfervesf, “ That tho? Wars and Fight- 
a, 1085 Were not proper Mzans to advance the fpiritual 
i Niure of his Kingdom, yet if the Methods of his 
¥ Humiliation had permitted him to affums the Royal 
st Sc:pter, his Servants and Followers, might lawfully 
ne have Fought tod-fend his Claim and Title.” There 
3s no Prohibition of the Soldiers Employment in the 
>criptures of the Now Lefiament, (even when the moft 
Proper Occafion offer'd) which would not have been 
Omitted, if ic were unlawful. The Reply of Zbsthe 
Baptift to the Soldiers Demand, Whar Saall we do? is 
well known ||. This Preacher of R:penrance does nor 
inhitt upon th-ir laying down their Arms, and quittin 
the Service they were employ’d in, as unlawful, whi f 
Surely, he thar fo freely reproved the Vices of hae 
Age, and call’d upon all Sorts to bring forth Fruits 
Meet for Repentance, would not- have fail’d to ee 
done, had there been any thing in that Em loy ie 
immoral, or inconliftent with Repentance se - let 
Life, but inftead of this, he cautions them ] Pant 
thofe V ces, which Men of that Profefion por Ebr 
monly guilty of, Do Vicleuce to no Man * tater 


cufe 
Sine Oem gre te 
t Bthop Heptins on the fixth Commandme 1 Hist 
¥ Toobviate the Mifconftruétion thar aie he sie oe hele 
Ww ord:,Do Violence to roMan,as it they intended aProhibition - 
Fighting uith an Enemy: Ir may not be amifs to note, that 
it is altogether Improper and unufual, to term A@s of Hofti- 
ity or Fighting, In a juft War, a doing Violence. Bur this 
being coupled with the orher Crime of falfe Accufing; plainly 
manitefts, that it as intended as a Caution againit wronging 
or invading the Rights of their fellow Subjects, ( whom 
Mi ; they 


~ 
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cufe any falfly; and exhorts them to be c-ntent with 
their Wages, which is a tacit Conc: ffion of th- Lawful- 
nefs of their receiving the Wages of their Warfure, 
which, who can imagine he would have allow’d them 
to do, without doing the Service that gave them a 
Right to thefe Wages ¢ 


The Force of this reafoning may not be evaded by 
pretending that Jobs was a legal Preacher, or that he 
entred on his Miniftry before the Gofpel Difoenfation 
began ; for we are exprefly told, that the Law. conti- 
nued until Fobn, and from the Days of Fobn the Bap- 
tift, the Kingdem- of God was preached ¢. And the 
Evangclift Mark dates the Beginning of the Gofpel of 
Fels Corift, from the preaching of Fobn +. ” Fobn’s 
Miniftry therefore, was a fortof Boundary to the legal 
Difpenfation, and the Beginning of the Evangelical ; 
and his Doétrine was purely Evangelical, being the 
fame for Subftance, that Chrift and his Apoftles after- 
wards preached, even the Doétrine of Repentance for 
the Remiffion of Sins. Moreover, 


We have the Examples of feveral eminent Soldiers, 
who embraced the Chriftian Faith, without the leaft 
Intimation of their quitting the military Function, or 
cheir being dire€ted and order’d to do fo, either by 
Chrift, or his Apoftles. Such was the Centurion that 
addrefs’d our Saviour, (fart. 8.5 ) whofe Faith he fo 


they were fet to defend) by robbing them of their Money, 
Goods, and the like; which Soldiers are prone to do, un- 
der colourof military Licence. They are therefore for~ 
bidden to be ‘Inyurious to the People among whom they 
«were quartered “So Mr Henry And how unreafonable and 
abfurd had ir been in theB2piz?, implicidy to allow of their 
Employment, by permirting them to take the Wages proper 
toir, and in the fame Breath to forbid them to Fighr, ( if 
that be rhe Meaning of dog 10 Violence) tho? commanded 
» | by their Superiour. . 
T Mat xi, 12,13, Luk. 16.76 4 Mark i, 1,4. 
highly 


. PA See eat ee a * 
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Bigtily ‘commended, above all that he had found in J) 
od I/- 
vael, (Verf. to) Su¢eh was Cornelius, a Centurion yf Ff 
Ltalian Band, a Perfon-of eminent Piety, and Inter: 
courfe with Heaven, (AG 10° 1, 2, &c.) And Sergiag 
ya Deputy, “or Proconfub of Cyprus, converted to 
nie of Chrift by the Miniftry of the Apoftle Pauk 
(é a 13. 7,12 ) Had their Calling been unlawful, they 
ae have left ittipon their Converfion to the Faith : 
a ee 5 ot ee leaft Hint’ given by the facred Hifto: 
Hiteeae ey Mite either reproved for it, or difcharg’d 
Again, Por what End can we fuppof ; 
ppofe 
Apoftle Paul ( being inform’d of the C 
the Zews.to kill him) thould !fo induftriou 
make known his Caufe ‘to the chief Ca 


» the great 
onfpiracy of 
fly feek ta 


Further we may obfe 
A oe of the Gdlpel tis ae 
Bitrate is ettablithed, and all’ Chriftians obli 

ed nce and Submiffion toit® The Ma aoe "g 
Se oot Minifter,. and Viceecrent. ig 
peas. werd Of Juttice is committed, to inflid 
rons et ree ots jf, to. proted the Injured 
the Rights and Piburaea tes Tedently to defend 
Subj-cts, by drawing the Sion or Warne ge 
publick Revenge on a rapacious Apia 
whom therefore, as vefted, wit 
Power and Right, Chriftians ar 


rity of the civil Ma- 


malicious Enemy ; to 
h, and exercifing this 
¢ bound to pay Sub- 
5 

HAG. xxi. ty 18, &c. *Rom, xiii, i, Titsiii x, tRom. xiii. 4 
; aT oS i jection 


y the Do@trines and 


1 
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jection and Tribute +. They are, moreover, required 
to fubmet themfelves to every Ordinance of Man for the 
Lord’s fake *, But the conftituting and ordering the 
Militia is an Ordinance of Alan, that carries in it no 


= Repugnancy to any Ordinance of God, which there- 


fore challenges Submiffion to it, from.a Principle of 
Confcience towards God, Finally, to add no more, 
We are bound to pray for, Kings, and all that are in 
Authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable Life 
én all Godline{s and Honefiy + But inmany Cafes, ic 
is impoffible to lead a quiet and peaceable Life, without 
the Magiftrates uling the Power given. him byGod; that 
js to fay, without the Ufe of the Sword for fuppredfing 

of Violence and Injuftice at home, and repreffing the 
Tofults and Moleftations of an Enemy from abroad. || 


, From all which, and divers other Infinuations in the 

Scriptures of the New Teftament, the Lawfulnefs and 

Expediency of bearing Arms, and of the. military Dif 

cipline and Employment, might be fairly argued. War, 
is indeed a penal Evil, juftly to be deprecated by all, 
a fevere Scourge wherewith God oftentimes chaftizes 
finful Nations and Kingdoms ; yet confidering the Pra-, 
vity of humane Nature,and the Conftitution of humane 
Affairs, and the exorbitant Lufts and Paffions of Men, 
whence proceed Wars and Fightings, and the. great 
Power and Influence of Satan (the mortal (or rather 
immortal) Enemy of the Peace and Welfare of Man- 
kind) in the Kingdoms of this World, it can’t other. 
wile be expected, but that the Nations will frequently 
be embroil’d in Wars: And in fucha State of Things, 


+ Verfe 6, 1 * Pet.ii13,.44. f 1 Tim. iit, 2. . oie: 
|| Mortux fant Leges, & Judiciis nulla vis, ‘nec  authoritas 
ineft fine gladio. Nec tantum carnifice opus haber Ma-~ 
giftratus, fed. aliis-quoque. Miniftris, quorum. ex.namero 
junt Milires ; ubinon aliter pacem tueri poreft, quam illo- 

rum prefidio, & manu, Galvin, 5s 
who 


aed 
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who is not fenfible, thar military Men, valiant and 
expert in War, good Soldiers and well difciplin’d Ar- 
-mirs; are not only lawful, but higbl, nec flary and 
Ufc ful, and at all times to be encouraged, and juftly 
to be efteemed the Beauty and Ornament, and under 
God, the Strength and Defetice of a People ? So that 
a Chniftian may not only with a good Confcience un- 
dertake the military Fundtion, when call’d thereunto, 
but may alfo therein perform eminent Service for God 
and his Country, by exerting that publick Spirit, chat 
Zeal and Courage, which his Chriftian Principles infpire 
him withal The Onjedtions made againft this, from 
the Commands of Chrift, requiring an univerfal Love, 
and peaceable Spirit in his Difciples and Followers, 
and forbidding Revenge, duely confider’'d and exa- 
min’d, appear to be of no Weight ; For our Saviour 
forbidding to rifi? Evil, ( Mart. 5, 39. ) intends only 
tolay a Reftraine on private Revenge : For the Apoftle 
inculcating the fame Prohibition, (Rom 12 19) Dear- 
ly beloved, avenge not your felves &c.) does not includé 
all kind of Revenge, but only that between private 
Men ; for he prefently fubjoins in the Beginning of 
the next Chapter, { Verfe4. ) That the civil Magi. 
ftrate is authoriz’d by God ( to whom Venzeance be- 
longs ) as his Vicegerent, to be a publick Revenger 
of Wrongs Now War is a kind of publick Revenge, 
and the being Inftrumental therein, has no nee: flary 
Connection with a vindi@tive Spirit, which the Golpel 
forbids; and as to a Spitic of Peace and Charity, 
which it conftantly recommends, *tis certain there is 
nothing more eff-ntial to the Temper and Genius of 
Chriftianity, yet this Temper is not inconfiftent with 
the Office of bearing Arms againft the injurious Ad- 
verfarics of ones Country *, When the Necefli:y of 
a 


® Asto that Prediétion of the Prophets,( [/ai.2 4. and Aviv. 
4 3.) concerning the Nations beating the Swords into Plow « 
foares, & and their rot learning War any more, which has 
keen objected againft the Lawfulncfs of Chriftians making 


War; 


ee 


—— ore 
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a greater Charity to the Community we are Members 
of, conftrains to it. Chriftians are indeed required, sf 
et be polfible, as much as lieth 6 them, to live peaceably 
with all Ment. This they oughtto aim at, and en- 
deavour by all poffible Means, but fometimes this is 
not poffible, even as often as it is neceffary to repell 
unjuft Violence ; and when ths becomes neceflary, 
Chriftianity requires, it fhould be managed with peace-, 
able Intentions ; to make War for War fake, or to 
gratify Mens boundlefs Amibition, Pride, Avarice, Re¢ 
venge, or any other carnal Luft, is certainly inconfiftene 
with the Chriftian, and indeed witb all religious Prin- 
ciples. God will fcatter and deftroy rhe People, that 


War ; it may be underftood as a Defcription of the Nature 
oftheKingdom of Chrift, which(wherefoever, and fo far as 
it prevails) will remove the Grounds and Qccafions of 
Wars and Fightings, by extinguifhing thofe corrupt Lufts 
. of Men that give rife toihem, and by implanting in their 
‘Hearts, oppofite Principles of Peace and Love. ‘And all 
that can be gather’d hence, is, that to provoke‘and ftit up 
Wars and Quarrels, is contrary to the Principles and’ Laws 
of the Chriftian Religion, which ( were they univerfally 
entertain’d) would introduce an univerfal Peace and Har- 
mony ; but by no Means chat it is unlawful for a Chriftian 
People to make Ufe of Armsin their juft and neceflary 
Defence againft the violent Encroachments of an Enemy, 
Indignum eft, ffe inter Chriftianos, qui vim inferant, fed non 
indignum eff Magifirate Chrifiianc, vim illatam propulfaye, 
Rivet: in Decalogum. Or if it be underftood as a Predi@i_ 
on or Promife, to be literally verified, it muft have refer. 
ence to fome fature happy Period of the Church, when 
the peaceable Kingdom and Government of Jefus Chrift 
fhall more univerfally obtain, and prevail in the Kingdoms 
of Men, For from theBe ginning of Chrift’sChurch to this 
Day, itis apparent that the Event has hot, in this Sepf- 
anfwer'd the Prediétion, nor have the Nations yer ceastd aR 
learn and praétice War. And indeed, ‘tis a Prophec 
be fulfill’d by the Influences of divineGy. 
in general, and not given as a Rule to a. 
tion. 


f Rom. xii 18, 
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delight é War'||. But the great End of a juftifiable 
War being to eftablifh Peace-on juft and folid Foun- 
dations, this fhould feem to agree well with the Tem- 
per and Spirit of Chriftianity. 


Thus having obferv’d the Confiftency of the Chriftian 
with the military Calling (which tho’ feemingly a 
Digreffion, yet being infervient to my main Defign, 
Tcould not wholly omit it) I fhall proceed now to 
obferve, 


Secondly, That true martial Courage and Valour 
85 greatly befriended, and improv'd by the Principles of 
that Chriftian Fortitude, that és fo neceffary and Ufefub 
64 our fpiritual Warfare. Strength and Courage, as 
Well as Skill in the military Art, all muft allow, to be 
Tequilite to an accomplith’d Soldier, There is indeed 
a Difference between military Valour, and Chriftias 
Fortitude. The one is more active, the other more 
Paflive : The one is more feen in- acting with Vigour 
and Refolution, in great and hazardous Enterprizes ; 
the other is more difcover’d in fuffering Hardfhips, 
and Grievances, with Conftarcy of Mind, Faith, andRe- 
fignation to God; in fuftaining with an unfhaken Firm- 
nefs of Spirit, che Affaults and Oppofitions it meets with 
in a Courfe of Virtue and Holinefs. The former de- 
pends more on bodily Strength, and the Warmth and 
Sprightlinefs of the natural Conftitution, fuited to that 
external Warfare to which it is apply’d ; the latter 
depends more onthe Improvement of the Mind, by 
the Grace of God’s holy Spirit, and thofe divine Qua- 
lities and Principles, wrought into the Temper of the 
Soul, that eftablifh and ftrengthen it againft all Temp- 
tations and Terrors. They both confpire ina refolute 
Contempt of Danger in Adherence to, & Purfuit of a 
good Caufe. : 


But that which I affert is, There is nothing more 
condufive to a well temper’d Courage in a Chriftian 


| Pfalm Ixviii. 30. 


Soldier, 
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Soldier, than the Principles of his Religion, ‘that in- 
{pire him with Zeal and Fortitude in his fpritual War- 
fare: True Religion, tho’ it lays a Reftraint on the 
vain glorious Humour, and banifhes Pride, Ambition, 
and falfe Notions of Honour and Greatnefs, that help 
to generate a fort of Courage and Boldnefs in pro- 
fane Men, yet it does not tend to make men Cowards, 
but truly valiant, whenever there is a juft Occafion to 
exert their Valour. What fhall we fay of Abrabam 
the Father of the faithful, who with fo much Courage 
and Generofity undertook, with his trained Servants 
and Allies, to purfue the victorious Army, defeated 
them and refcued his Brother Zor *? The Church of 
God (as well as the World) has had its Worthies 
nourifhed up in the Principles of the true Religion, 
who have fignaliz’d themfelves in martial Exploits, 
with that Juftice and Honour, Courage and Bravery, 
Condué& and Succefs, which perhaps, is fcarce to be 
equal’d by the moft celebrated Heroes in the gentile 
World; fuch were Mofes and Fofoua, the Leaders of 
the Armies of J/rael, and thofe renouned Champions 
enrolled in the Catalogue of Believers, by the Au- 
thor to the Hebrews, Chap. 11. 32, 33, &c. Gideon, Baa 
rak, Sampfon, Feptha and David, who thro” Faith fub- 
dued Kingdoms, wrought Righteou/nefi(or vindicated the 
jaft Caufe of God’s People againft their unreafonable 
and tyrannical Oppreflors) ---out of Weakne(s were made 
Strong, waned valiant in Fight, turned to flight the Ap. 
mies of the Aliens, And of Zion it may be faid, this 
and that brave Man was born and bred there, who has 
acquired great Fame and Renown by their Valour in 
the Wars of the Lord. And as that Example of thofe 
forementioned Worthies, who were great and eminent 
Soldiers, refleéts an Honour on the military Office 3; fo 
it fhews that Faith and Piety is not oniy confiftent 
With, but greatly befriends martial Courage and Succefs, 
For it is obfervable, that it was their Faith in God, that 


LL ee 
* Gen, xiy, 14, 16, 
Es Faith 
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Faith which hath fuch a fignal Ufe and Influence in 
the fpiritual War, to which our Victories over Sin, 
the World and the Devil, are peculiarly afcrib’d; it 
was that Faith, I fay, which infpired them with that he- 
roicValour, that enabled them to perform fuch notable 
Exploits. Through Faith they fubdued Kingdoms, -wax- 
ed valiant én Fight, &c. True Faith in God and his 
Word, with the Train of Graces that march under the 
Condueét of it, Self-denial, Love, Zeal, Hope, Patience, 
Humility, will not only fit a Man for doing great and 
acceptable Service to God, but alfo embolden him to 
face Dangers, and endure Hardfhips and Adverfities, 
with an unconquerable ‘Refolution : And having by 
Faith engap’d the Power and Prefence of God by his 
Spirit within bim, and his Providence about him, hecan 
reft confident and fecure, astothe Iffue of theConfli@, 


Yea, divine Grace many times adds a marvellous 
Strength and Courage to thofe that are of a Temper 
naturally weak and timerous ; who (in this Senfe ) out 
of Weaknefs have. been made ftrong, The Gofpel {peaké 
Strength and Magnanimity into the fearful and faine. 
hearted, Sai. 35.4. Say to them that are of a fearful 
Heart, be firong, fear not, And the Spirit that goes 
along with it and breaths in it, is not a Spirit of fy 
or Cowardize, but a Spirit of Power, of Live, and of 
a@ found Mind, 2 Tim 1.4. Tis prophefied Zech 
128. He that és feeble among them at that Day foalt 
be as David. “ Divine Grace, (faith Mr. Henry there) 
“ makes Children not only Men, but Champions, noe 

only good Soldiers, but great Soldiers like David” 
Thofe that_were! feeble by Nature, 
ftrong by Grace, to encounte 
the World ; witnefsthe Martyrs of Jefus: Tio’ rhe 
Archers foot at them and bated them, and fore grieved 
them, yet their Bow abode in Strength, and the Arms 
of their Hands were made firong by the Hands of the 
mighty God of Facob. Tis furprifing to read in Eccle- 
fiaftical Story, the Triumphs of divine Grace over the 

Power 


“ 


have been made 


rthe greateft Terrors of . 
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Power and Malice of Earth and Hell, even in many 
Perfons of the tendereft Conftitution, who with an in- 
vincible Chriftian Patience and Conftancy, have been 
enabled to meet with Torments and Death, in all the 
Forms of Terror that the Malice of Hell could _con- 
trive. “ Behold, with us,” (fays one of the Ancients, 
{peaking of the Chriftian Martyrs,) The weaker’ Sex, 
© and the moft tender Age, fuffer all the Parts of their 
“ Body to be torn and burnt, not out of Neceffiry, for 
© they might fhun it, but out of Choice, becaufe they 
® beljeve in God ; this is that true Virtue, which the 
* Philofopher vainly boafts of, but never really pof- 
“ feffed” If therefore to be truly couragious and 
valiant, is to be able to furmount our Fears, and defpife 
Dangers, on juft and honourable Occafions, we fee 
whence it is we may be beft furnifhed with true Va- 
Jour and Magnanimity, namely, from thofe Chriftian. 
Principles by which the noble Army of Martyrs were 
adted, under theConduct of Michael, in theWar with'the 
Dragon . When in Adherence to the Faith and Hope 
{ the Gofpel, and in the Caufe of Virtue and Piety, 
on could bid Defiance to the greateftTerrors of Senfe, 
: + eriumph over all Oppofition, with an unfhaken 
re nftancy: Ina Word, The true Chriftian is the true 
Hero . and they that ad the Chriftian will not fail to 
act the Man; all manly Virtues being improved to their 
higheft Perfection by the Spirit of Chriftianity. 


e Confiderations now warrant me, with great 
fone: inCompliance with theOccafion &Defign of 
this Day, to addrefs this Exhortation to Men of the 
military Profeffion, and particularly to the Honourable 
Company of the Artillery, at whole Invitation and Re- 
queit, | have engaged in the prefent Service to declare 
to them-fome Part of the divine Counfels. Wherefore, 


+ Rey. xii. 7. 
Honoured 
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Honoured Sérs | The Exhortation I bring you from the 
Oracles,of God is this, 


Tf, together with military Skill, you woud alfo ex- 
cell in a truly martial Spirit, becoming the ‘Profeffion of 
@ Soldier, Learn to quit your felves like Men in the 
Chriflian Senfe, and be Jirong. Put on, and put forth a 
Chriftian Fortitude and Magnanimity in the Courfe of 
your {piritual Warfare ;_ and thus you will be accom- 
plifhed inthe beft Manner for any hazardous Service, 
if called to it ina Time of War. 


Let me obferve, that among the various Changes and 
Viciffi:udesof humane Affairs, the different and Oppo- 
fite Events that do interchangeably fucceed each other 
in the Courfe of humane Life, for which Solomoy tells 
Us, there is a Time and Seafon alloted by the Degree of 
Heaven}, thofe which do more eminently affe& Na. 
tions and Kingdoms, are a Zime of War and a Time 
of Peace. Thele take their Turns in their Seafons 


ap. 
pointed, and determined by God, which is an Adm 
nition ro us, that as War muft be managed with Views 
of Peace, fo a Time of Pea 


ce muft be improved to 
Prepare for War. 


It is now, bleffed be God 


, a Time of Peace wit 
as it has been for fome Ye. 


ars paft ; and notwithftand- 
ing the War, which we have been of late threatned 


withal, yet it has pleafed God to direct ‘and fucceed 
the publick Counfels of our Nation fo far, as not only 
to preferve the Peace of the Britifo Dominions, . but 
alfo through the Prudent Mediation of our gracious 
Sovereign, to give an hopeful Profpe& of an happy 
Period to the War that has of late Years difturb’d and 


diftrefs'd Europe, 
<r 

t Eccl. iii, 1, 8, 
Neverthelefs, 


h us, 


inftrudted, no doubt, in the Ule of 
' a ee seeane to a Battle in good earneft, 
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efs, confidering the frequent Changes, in- 
SEO publicke Affairs of Nations, it muft be 
own’d to be a People’s Wifdom and Intereft, in a 
Time of this profound Tranquility and Peace, to . 
ftrengthen and prepare themfelves in the beft Man- 
ner for. War; to be furnifh’d with a good Militéz, to 
keep alive the martial Genius, and by all proper 
Means to encourage it, that they may be ina ready 
Pofture of Defence on the turn of Affairs. For which 
Re fon, as I heartily concur with thofe of my Rever- 
a Fathers and Brethren who have ftood here before 
sy n thefe avniverfary Occafions, in recommending 
mes 0 Skill and Difcipline, fo, at the fame time, [ 
ale highly proper and needful, particularly to 
cine : e the keeping up the martial Spirit and Va- 
See is more in Danger of finking and declin- 
sane a Time of Peace, than bare Skill in the Ufe of 
warlike Weapons. 


two different Things, tho’ they mutually 
There eeread each other ; and it is a defirable 
oe he that thofe who excell in military Skill, might 


Ifo excell in true Valour; and on the contrary, that 
‘a 


in a Spirit of Valour, might be endow’d 

ae a al ae ide and manage it; yet’tis known, 
thet o not always go together. We read Pfal. 78. 9. 
mn e pet dren of Ephraim being armd, & carrying Bows, 
be 7 back in the Day of Battle, Tho furnifhed with 
ae arlike Accoutrements, Jeing arm'd, and Carrying 
ee arm’d with the Weapons of War then in Ufe, 

’ 


f them, 
they made 
Courage ; 
the Day 
this mar- 


. ious Retreat, for want of Spirit and 
an Hae the Enemy, but turned back én 
of Battle. Wherefore, to acquire and cherith 
tial Spirit, to be brave and bold in the Face of Danger, 
is.no lefs the Concern of a good Soldier, than to get 
furnifhed with Skill in the Art of War. And fince all 
Occafion of exerting this Spirit of Valour in apy mi- 
litary Servics, is now happily prevented by the Peace 
we 
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we enjoy; and thro’ the great Goodnefs of God have 
* fome Profpect of the Continuance of; I have therefore 
thought proper and feafonable to exhort you to ‘keep 
up the mafculine Spirit in Life and Vigour, by exerting 
it in all fuch Inftances of Chriftian Fortitude, for which 
our fpiritual Warfare adminifters frequent Occafions, 
and which are highly. becoming a Chriftian Soldier, 


Tt is not indeed an hazardous Thing with? us, either 
to undertake a Chriftian Profeffion, as it was in the 
primitive Times of Chriftianicy, awhen the ruling 
Powers of the World were fet in Oppfition to it, or 

» to profefs itin its ftriteft Purity, free from the corrupe 
Additions of Man’s devifing, as it is at this Day in 
‘popifh Countries, On the contrary, it is both fafe ang 
honourable, The bare Name and Profeffion of a 
Chriftian is a cheap and eafy Thing, that requires no 
Beat Degree of Courage and Refolution ; but to live 
UP to the Majefty and Power of our holy Profeffion, 
to beat up againft the Stream of Flefh and Blood, and 
the corrupt Maxims, Cuftoms, and Examples of a de. 
&enerate World, in a Courfe of felf. denying Obedience 
and Patience, will ftill ery the Sinews of our Souls, 
and draw out, and exercife all our fpiritual Strength, 


"Tis true, thro’ the diftinguifhing Favour of Heaven, 
We in this Land are Seiaaets to the fiery Tryal, and 
are not called to give a Proof of our Chriftian Forti- 
tude and Valour, by refiting unto Blood ||, or fealing 
oat Teftimony with our Blood; the Profeffion and 
Practice of our holy. reformed Religion, being. efta- 
nd and patroniz’d by the civil Authority from. our 
Beginnings ; a Favour which many of our Brethren and 

©Mpanions in the Kingdom and. Patience of our Lord 
Jefus Chrift, wou'd efteem above all the Wealth in the 
World; yet we are not Chriftians indeed, unlefs we 
be, ia Difpofition and Purpofe, Martyrs for Chrit, 


|| Heb, xii, 14, 
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And there are lefler Conflicts in which our. Chriftian © 
Manhood and Fortitude is daily put:to the Tryal, par- 
ticularly in fuch Inftances as thefe, viz, 


n. firiving againft Sin; which all are bound to do, 
ses Ee a dBaae? In combating with 
our own datling Corruptions and Lufts. - In’ withftand- 
ing. reftraining, reproving, and -teftifying. againft the 
prevailing Sins and Vices of others, as the Dury of our 
feveralPlaces requires...Ina con{cionable and ftrict Ob- 
fervance of fuch Inftances of Piety and Devotion, of 
Charity and Sobriety, as may be too much out of Fafhion 
in a degenerating Age; without being afhamed. of rhe 
Words of Chrift,or any. Part of his holy Religion, in 

adulterous and finful Geveration *, In being true and 
re he Principles of Confcience,. whatever Hazards 
and in Oppofition to fecular Allurements and 
fing from ; worldly, Interefts and Ad. 


we ruo,. ; 
Temptations ari 
vantages. 

ftable Adherence toa good and juft Caufe, tho” 
’d happen to be. difcountenan’d by the many and 


Ina 
it fhou 
the mighty. 

Ina vigorous Profecution of any reafonable Propofal, 
for the publick Good ; and a refolute Self-denial, and 

oftponingour own private Intereft to that of the Pub- 
a when the one comesin Competition with the other. 


In calming and keeping down the tumultuous Pzft- 
ons under Affronts and . Provocations. 


In keeping up a lively Hope. in God, and a placid 
Refignation to his, Will under adverfe Occurrences. 
In getting our Hearts fo far raifed above the World, 
both irs Frowns and Flatteries, as to be ready to enter- 
tain the worft Events that we foppofe may happen, 


* Mark viti 32% 


BE with 
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with a well govern’d:'Teinper of Mind, in Oppofition 
to defponding Fears and difquieting Cares. 


_In thefe, and other like Inftances, the true Magna- 
nimity of a Chriftian is tried. and difcovered ; and if 
an thefe leffer-Confli@s and Trials, our Courage fails; 
what fhall we do in greater? Jf thou haft run with 
Footren and they have wearied thee, bow canft thou 
contend with Horfes.? If inthe Land of Peace thou art 
wearted,then bow wilt thou do én the fwebling of Fordan 2] 


Be ‘encouraged then; to play the Man in the conftane 


‘Gourfe and Exercife of your fpiritual Warfare ; thae - 


being trained up herein, you may be.thé better arm’d 


and prepared for more difficult Encounters and Trials : 


Which You may be call’d forth ‘unto. And for your Dj: 
tection herein, A can offer nothing more pertinent, than 
the important:Advices which ‘precede the Text, inthe 
fame Verfe, Watch ye, and faft in the Faith ; which ate 
joth the Means and Evidences of fpiritual Fortitude. 
all briefly confider and inculcate them as the Means 

of promoting and increafing a manly Spiritand Courage, 
Proper to the Chriftian and the Soldier, ‘Under the 
former I fhall offer a few Things in the Nature of 
autions ; under the latter, fome more pofitive Advices, 


Firfthen, Watch ye; Keep upa wakeful Senfe of your 


Dangerand be always on your Guard. ThisCharge be- 
Longs to allChrift’s Soldiers. HisKingdom inthis World 
48 Inviron’d with’Enemies ; and a’ Man that hath an Ene- 
my muft beware how he fleeps. Security is very de- 
{rimental, on temporal and {piritual Accounts. Nething 
more manifeftly tends to:throw the Minds of Men into 
a Confternation and Confufion, then unlook’d for 
Dangers; when Men are furpriz’d in their Security, and 
in no Pofture of Defence againft fudden Attacks. Let 
us not be lull’d afleep by ‘our prefent Peace, as for 


I Jeroxiiegs 
getting 
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getting that we are the Objects of the Envy and Spite 
of our evil Neighbours ; or neglecting fuch Means of 
our Defence, both by Sea and Land, as may. render it 
dangerous to thofe that are otherwife fufficiently dif- 
pos’d to invade and moleft us when ever an Opportu- 
nity fhall occur Remember Zaifo, a People that 
dwelt Carelefs and Secure, who therefore became an 
eafy Prey to the firft Invaders f- 


Much greater is the Danger our Security will expofe 
us to onfpiricual Accounts. Our great Adverfary the 
Devil is both vigilent and expert, and has manifold 
‘Advantages againft us by Reafon of our Weaknefs, [gno- 
rance, Unaskilfulnefs, and frequent Inadvertencies, thro? 


‘ nultiplicity of our Diverfions, Bufinefs, Company, 
: Pees Employment, and Recreations ; and he is too 


vigilant an Adverfary to loofe any of the Advantages 
he has againft us: what Reafon then have we to be 
conftantly on our Guard? Be fober, be vigilant, because 
wour Adverfary the Devil, as a roaring Lion, walketh 
“bout, seeking whom be may devour +. And tis our Se- 
curity and Prefumption that leaves us expofed ‘and de- 
fencelefs againft the Affaults of our fpiritualAdverfaries. 


But that which I aim at under this Head, is to cau. 
tion you particularly againft thofe Evils that tend tq 
impair and diminifh a Spirit of Fortitude and Valour, 


_ Watch againft the Love of Eafe and Idtene(s, ora 
Aorhtal alten Temper. As bodily Exercife contri. 
butes to the Strength and Firmnefs of the bodily Con. 
fticution, fo all {piritual Gifts & Endowments, natural or 
fupernatural, are invigorated and increas’d by Ufe and 
Exercife, but are diminifhed & fall into decay by Sloth 
and Negligence. Zhe Blood of rhe Sout (as one {peaks) 
yuns out in walted Time. When Gideon was well em- 
ployed, he hears the Angel faluting him, Zhe. Lord is 
with thee thou mighty Man of Valour. |\ ‘ 


Rigs * 2, Watch 


40 © 6An Artillery Election SER MON. 


3. Watch againft all kind of Intemperance. Nothing 
does more ematculate the Mind, nor quench the na- 
tural Vigour, than the inordinate Indulgence of finful 
Pleafures, Drankenn=fs and Debauchery. Whoredons 
and Wine, and sew Wine, faith the Prophet, take away 
the Heart * How many gallant Minds have been en- 
feebled and difpirited, by being diflolv’d in Eafe, 
Luxury, Intemperance, and Effeminacy ?- This Caution 
is the more to be regarded, becaufe of the too great 
Prevalency of this Vice, in Town and Country, efpe- 
cially on Days of Zraising, to the Scandal of thofe 
military Exercifes, and defeating in a great Meafure, 
the proper Ends of them. 


3. Watch againft all unfeemly Heats, and outbreakings 
of Paffion in Word and Behaviour. This is unmanly, 
and an Argument of a dangerous weak Mind; whereas 
tobe able to bridle the Paffions, and quell thofe in. 
teftine Commotions, is a nobler Inftance of true For. 
titude, than the fam’d Atchievments of Alexander or 
Cefar Tothis agrees the Sentence of Solomon, He thar 
is flow to Anger is better’ than the mighty, and be thas 
ruleth bis Spirit, than be that taketh a City I. 


4 Watch againt Pride, Ambition, Avarice, and énor- 
dinate cvorldly Cares ; which tend to contract the Spj- 
rits, and to narrow up a Man’s Views to his own private 
Interefts, and to draw out the Strength and Vigour of 
his Soul the fame Way ; contrary to that publick Spi- 
rit, thar generous enlarged Charity, that fhou’d infpire 
and warm the Breaft of a Soldier, and engage him to 
ftand in’the Defence of the publick Liberties of his 
Country ; and when need requires, to be couragions, 
and play the Man for bis People, and the City of bis God t. 


*Tis not from a Sufpicion that this honourable Com- 
pany will fuffer che Stain of any of thefe Vices to 


* Hofiv, 11, |] Beov. xvi. 32. $2 Sam, x. 12. 
: : cleave 
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cleave to them, that I urge thefe Things, but rather 
that they might be moved toexcell in the contrary 
Graces, and be Examples to the whole Militia of the 
Country; in all military Virtus, as well as Skill and 
Difcipline. Neverthelefs, the moft confirmed Virtue 
needs to be thus guarded. And our bleffed Saviour 
faw it requifite to caution his own Dilciples againft fome 
of the worft of thefe Vices ; faying to them, Lake beed 
to your felves, beaft at any time your Hearts be over 
charged with Surfeiting and Drunkenne{s and the Cares 
of this Life®, But to proceed to the more pofitive 


Advices under the fecond Head. 


2. Stand faft in the Faith ; and that by a firm Ad- 
herence to the Dottrine of Fastb, a conftant Perfever” 
ance in the Grace of Faith, and an unhaken Fidelity 
and Stedfaftnefs in the Covenant of Faith. 


if 
x. Adhere firmly to the Do&trine of Faith, the Gof- 
el Revelation of our Saviour 3 the great Ufefulnefs 
whereof in its feveral Articles, to eftablifh and embol- 
den theHearts of Men to encounter Difficulties &Dan- 
ers, I muft not infiftupon : but I cannot forbear obferv- 
ing that the two grand Articles of reveal’d Religion, 
viz. The Doétrine of a Sinner’s Reconciliation to an 
ofiznded God by an atoning Mediator, and that of eter- 
nal Life hereafter in the Kingdom of Heaven, ferioufly 
improved by Faith, have a peculiar Force above all 
the great Didtates of moral Philofophy, to raife a Cour- 
age that will hold out againft the moft threatning 
Dangers- A Man confcious to himfelf of the Difplea- 
fure of bis Maker, however he may, inthe heat of Blood 
and Spirits, rufh with a feeming Fearleffnefs on Dan- 
gers and Death, (which yet looks rather like a brutal 
Kiercenefs, than the Courage and Confidence of a Rea- 
fonable Creature, who fedately ponders the Iffues of 
Things) yet let him once entertain ferious Thoughts 
of that God with whom he is at Variance, and the vaft 


* Luke xxi 34. a " 
reparations 
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Preparations. of Wrath lie has mad i 
g e againft th q 
of Lrouble, againft the Day of Baie id War sie 
Bie ee muft needs fail him, and his Heart fink 
EE i him; for can chine Heart endure, or can thine 
ands be Strong in the Day that he foal deab with thee ? 
3 ereas upon the Terms of aReconciliation to God, it 
ie Promifed, Thou foalt vor be afraid of Defiruttion when 
cometh, yea, thou foalt taugh at Deftruttion and at 
eee Job 5. 21, 22: For thofe who are quieted with 
aes Smiles may bid Defiance to all the terrible 
ti ings of this World. And the Soldier who having 
#5 Feet fhod with the Preparation of the Gofpel of Peace}, 
and fupported and animated with the Hopes of a better 
Life after this, which that Gofpel infpires, can with an 
interpid Courage look the King of Terrors in the Face, 
may reafonably be fuppofed to be beft prepared of all 
¢n (Ceteris Paribus) to face an Enemy in the Field 
of Battle, with a Prefence of Mind not to be intimidat- 
ed by all the: confufed Noife where with every Battle 
of the Warrior is carried on, and with Garments rolled 
*% Blood ||, 


i Therefore adhere to the Principles of revealed Re. 
ligion; Stand faft in the Faith. Stand faft in the Gof. 
Pel of Chrift, which isthe only folid Ground of Pay 
tience and Eortitude in encountering the Evils chat 
urround us in this our warfaring State, and of all our 


omforts and Hopes living and dying. 


And indeed this Exhortation, let me note by the 
Way, feems peculiarly feafonable ar chis Day, when 
Tevealed Religion is fo openly attack’d by Deifts and 
Libertines, and prophane Spirits ,thac fet their Wits and 
Mouths againft the Heavens. The more fecret and 
fubtle Infinuations of Infidelity that appear in fome, 
and the more open and bold Challeng: of barefac’d 
Infidels in oth-rs, of the Books and Writings ofthe 
prefent Age, call upon all Ranks and Orders to be 


“+ Eph. yirs. {| fai, ix. 5. 


_ valiant 
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waliant for the Truth *, and to contesd earnefily for the 
Faith once delivered unto rhe Satnts.+ ; a Faith that has 
been in {uch a remarkable and convidtive Manner ate 
tefted from Heaven, and fealed with the Blood of fo 
many Thoufand Martyrs, and which isthe moft _pow- 
erful Inftrument of beating down the Kingdom of Sin 
and Satan; and of advancing the Kingdom and Glory 
of God in this lower World, and the only effectual 
Means of recovering Mankind,from their brutifhDege- 
neracy, and the Charter of all our great Hopes. Surely: 
this is a Faith worth contending for, with Zeal and 
Earneftnefs! a : fs 


2, Perfevere conftanthy inthe Grace of Faith, without 
which the Doétrine of Eaith will be but of tittle Ufe, 
Our Faith is mainly ftruck at by our {piricual Enemies, 
becaule all our other Graces, wherein our Strength and 
Armour of Defence lies, live or die with it: Let Faith 
therefore be kept up in a lively Exercife. Ic is the 
Property of this Grace to quiet and confirm the Heare 
againft all Fears ; and-toenable us to ftand our-Ground 
again{t the Wiles of Satan, and his fiery Darts ;.and to 
keep our felves untainted from the Impurities, Lufts, 
and Temptations of- this prefent World, and alfo to 
fortify our Minds againft vifible Dangers and Terrors. 
Tt was the Faith of thofe great Heroes mentioned Heb, 
zr. that enabled them(as' was obferv d) to triumph ove; 
the armed Powers of their vifible Enemies, as well as 
to perfevere victorioufly in their Spiritual Warfare, 
Eaith looks at that ‘God who is invilible, and fets hin 
as prefent before us, and refting itfelf on. his almighty 
Power, Wifdom, Goodnefs, and Truth, enables the Be. 
liever to triumph before the Battle. If with David, we 
fix the Eye of our Faith on God, and can fay of him 
by an appropriating Ac of Faith, The Lord is my Lighe 
and my Salvation, whom soal\I fear? the Lord gs “tpg 
Strength of my Life, of whom foatt Lbe afraid, Py a5, 5 


* Jer. ik.3: 


$ Jud: 3. 
Then 
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Then, tho’ with him, we forecaft in our Minds the moft 
amazing Dangers, this our Faith will furnifh us with 
a Courage to {urmount them, as it follows, Ver 3 Zho? 
an Hoft foould encamp again(t me, my Heart fhall not 
fear, though War foou'd rife againt me, in this ushl Tbe 
confident. Arm your felves therefore with this Faith, 
which reconciles and reunites this Soul to Ged thro? 
Chrift, and engages his gracious Prefence and Protedti- 
on, which willafford an holy Security and Confidence 
in Cafes of the greateft Danger and Extremity’ God 
Sour Refuge and Strength---therefore will not we fear 
though the Earth be removed *- 


3. Abide faithful and ftedfa(t in the Covenant of Faith, 
The Gofpel is propounded to us in the Form of a 
Covenant, which is the Rule and Warrant of our Faith; 
wherefore to fland faftin the Fatth is to continue true 
and. faithful to God -in the Duties of the Covenant, 
as well. as to rely on his Truth and Faithfulnefs in 
the Promife of it. And @ true Heart is a neceflary 


Requifite to a full, Affurance of Faith t. And there. 


is nothing that does more effectually ruin Mens Con-- 
fidence, and put a damp on their Spirits, than Con- 
{cience of Guilt and Perfidioufnefs: The Reafon why 
the Children of Ephraim, that warlike Tribe, {being 
ard, and carrying Bows turned back.in the Day. of 
Battle, P/al78 9. is affign’d in the next Words, They 
Rept not the Covenant of God, and refufed to walk in 
bis Laws, Verf.10 Whereas on the contrary, nothing 
will give aMan Boldnefs andConfidence in the Sight of 
God and Man, like a good Confcience towards God ; 
this will make him Jike an Irom Pillar, and a brazen 
Walt, and enable him to lift up bis Face without Spor, 
to be fledfaft, and not fear. The wicked flee «benno 
Man purfuetb, but the Righteous are bold as a Lyon x, 
Wherefore adhere faithfully to God and his Service, 


and Le foall firengthen your Hearts, andthe Confcience. 
e " 


* pal, slyi. 1,2. } Heb. x, 22, || Job xi 15. Prov. xxviii. 
o 


-pable of enduring the fharpeft Trials. 
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of your Integrity, will minifter a Courage that is ca- 
But after all, 
jtis fir that we be minded that our Strength lies not 
in our felves,-but muft be derived from Heaven by 
Faith and Prayer, and maintain’d by continual Sup- 
plies thence. Be ftrong therefore in the Lord, and én 
the Power of bis Might *. 


Thefe Diredtions, ’tis confefs’d, are, according to. the 
primary Defign of the Apoftle, of more general Ufe 
to all Chriftians in all their {piritual Conflids; yee 
we fee alfo, by the few Hints | have given, how pe- 
culiarly Serviceable and Ufeful they are to raifeand 
maintain a truly mafculine Courage and Boldnefs, 
proper to an accomplifhed Soldier, which confirmsthe 
Obfervation, That zrue military Valour ss bef fup- 
ported by.the Principles of Chrefisan Fortitude. : 


All that now remains is to point out and prefs the 
general Intendment. of my Zext, with Relpect to 
Chriftians of all Ranks and Degrees. Let us de firong, 
and quit our felves like Mev, én the Management of 
our [piritual Warfare, Our Baptifm is our melitary 
Oath to be true and faithful to our great Leader and 
Commander, tke Captain of our Sabvatéon, in fighting 
his Batcles againft the Powers of the Kingdom of 
Darknefs, which is. a Kingdom founded in Sin 
and Rebellion againft God. Let. us therefore. with 
manly Vigour and Refolution oppofe our own Sins 
and Luts rhat war in ‘our Members, and war againft 
our Souls, and fupprefs the Infurreétion and Rebcl- 
lion of carnal Affections againft the Rule, of Reafon 
and. Grace. The Conteft here is for the: Dominion 
of a reafonable Creature, that the manly Part of our 
Natures may not be enflav’d to the brutal ; that Reafon 
and. Conf{cience may not be overborn ‘by impetuous 
fenfual Appetites, Lufts and: Pafhionss, In ftriving for 


% Eph. vis x. 


G : “the 


as beating the Air; but let. us keep under our Bodies, 


er - aes as | ae 
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theMaftery of thefe, let us play the Man, and fight, not 


and bring them into Subjettion ||, that they may not 
hinder our Improvements in the Virtues and Perfecti- - 
ons of the fpiritual Life. And let us in our ‘feveral 
Places, with like Vigour and Refolution, fet our 
felves to oppofe the prevailing Corruptions of the | 
prefent Age ; the Iniquities that abound and fpread 
among us in a fearful Degree ; Irreligion and Pro- 
phanenefs, Swearing, Curfing, Lying, Sabbath Propha- 
nation, Pride, Licentiou{nefs, Injuftice, Violence and 
Contention, Tale-bearing and Slandering, Idlenefs, 
Luxury, Fornication and Uncleannefs, Drunkennefs 
and Intemperance. Thefe Enemies breaking in like a 
Torrent on our Land, threaten to fpoil us of all that 
is dear and valuable, to us, as Men and Chriftians, 
as they provoke the great Godto become our Enemy, 
and to Fight againft us with his Judgments. A War 
With thefe is neceffary to our Peace with God, on 
whofe Favour our a/} depends; and to the prolonging | 


Of our outward Peace and Tranquility. i 


Wherefore, fince we are now, thro’ the merciful 
Indulgence of Heaven, at Liberty from other Wars, | 
et us engage in the vigorous Profecution of thisWar;  - 
a War which is unexceptionably juft and honourable, 
and highly agreable to all Chriftian Charity ; a War 
that requires no Expence of Blood or Treafure, and 
in which we may be confident that we shall have 4 
no Enemies, but fuch as will de found to Fight even A 
4fainfi God. Let us take Courage then and act like | 
Men, like Champions : Every one hath his Part to act ; 
in ‘this War, Magiftrates, Minifters and People. Afa- | 
Siftrares, by enaéting and executing good Laws againft q 
Prophanenefs and Immorality, by brandifhing the 
Sword of Juftice for the. Terror of evil doers. 2/4- { 
gifiers, by plying the fpiritual Artillery of the Gofpel | 


jl 1 Cor, ix 26, 27. 
again 


this: and be ftrong all ye People of the L 
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again{t the ffrong Holds of Sin and Satan, and by lift. 
ing up their Voice like a Trumpet, as God’s Heralds, 
proclaiming his Wrath againft the Ungodlinefs and 


Unrighteoufnefs of Men, and as his Embaffadors fo- 


liciting their Confent to the Gofpel Treaties of Peace 
-and: Reconciliation, and by taking Care of the due 


Adminiftration of the Laws of Chrift’s Kingdom, for 
keeping up the Power of Godlinefs, and extirpating 
Scandals and Corruptions. And the People in general, 
by coming in to the Help of the Lord againft the 
Uli pty; by appearing. on the Lords Side, in the Ser- 

S' his Caufe, and the Interefts of his Kingdom, 
by their Prayers and ferious Endeavours in the Work 


of perfona 


nothing of all this will be likely to be eff. 
Bu confiderable Purpofe, unlefs we mae on Sievers 
to5 Courage and a manly Refolution, & exert our felves 
n ip a lively Zeal and Vigour. Permit me therefore 
wire force this Exhortation, with the exciting Word 
to The Prophet, in a Cafe not altogether unlike we 
Now be ftrong O Zerubbabel, be Strong B 


and, and 


ua i 
Fofp *, not, but be aflured, that if your Hearts are 


aged in this good Work and Warfate, th 

en eae. is with you, toown, afitt, and Rene toni 

of I to crown’ your Endeavours, if not with all the - 
an Fred Succels, yet at leaft with his Favour and gra. 

oas Acceptation. f 
+ cK 

ow to clofe all with fome animatia 


Confidera- 
ae to the geod eee Ws Jefus Chr, me 
engaged in. this Poreonhder a Be firong, and quit 


4 like Men. 


eed) andeven compel him to play the Man. 
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ing, for the Maftery. If we conquer, we fhall obtain 
the Crown, but if we fuffer our felves through Sloth 
and Cowardize to be overborn by the Enemies that 
war againft our Souls, we fhall ( as Caftaways ) 
become the Scorn of Angels and Saints. If we fufter 
‘our felves without Reluétance, to be carried down the 
Stream of our corrupt Inclinations, there is no Remedy, 
buc we mutt fall under the Power of the fecond Death; 
for it is only the viétorious Chriftian that is ex-mpted : 
He that overcometh fhall not be burt of the fecondDeath*. 

-Confider again, If you perfevere ina manful Re. 
fiftance, you fhall certainly overcome. Refit the Devil, 
and he wilt fice from you |\. Here the Battle 4s always 
to the trong’; tho’ it be not fo in other Wars f Stand 
your Ground in a Dependance on the Power and Aids 
of your glorious’ Captain, and with a Refolution not 
to yield, and you fhall infallibly get the Day, and tho’ 
your Enemies may inveagle or threaten, they cannot 
hurt you: None every died in’ this War, none-thall 
die eternally in fighting Chrift’s Battles ; adhere faith- 
fully to his Caufe and Intereft, and he has affured 
you of the Vi@tory, he will bring you off Conquer- 
ors at laft, and make you more than Conquerors, + 
Confider alfo, by fucha refolved manful Refiftance, 
you will recover the true Honour and Dignity of the 
humane Nature, and the excellent Prerogatives of it, 
that have been bafely betrayed by Sin. By every ef- 
fectual Refiftance, by every act of Self-denial, and 
laborious Striving againft the Oppofition you_mect 
with from Satan, or your own Corruptions, in a Courfe 
of Daty, you will rife up more and more towards a 
State of Perfe@ion, Liberty, Peace and Joy. 

Again confider, Who are the Spectators of this War- 
fare. Men that are put upon the Trial of their 
Strength or Skill, before proper Judges, to whofe good 
Opinion they are ambitious to commend themfelves, 


+ Rom, xvi. 20, 


will 


* Revi. 11. |] Jam.iv..7, + Eccl-ix. 11. 
1 Cor. xv, 5) 7» 
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will be fure to do their beft, and exert “their utmoft 
Endeavours. We are now upon our Trial, and God 
and Chrift and holy Angels are Speétators of the Con- 
Aidt ; and think what a pleafing Thing it is to the 
reat God, to fee his poor fallen Creatures ftrugeling 
with the Oppofition that attends them in a Courfe of 
Virtue, in afpiring after the Perfection of theirreafon- 
able Natures, and fo purfuing the End of their Beings ! 
What a Pleafureto the Lord Jefus, to fee the Power of 
his Grace magnified in the Weaknefs of a Believer, 
when he is enabled thereby to ftand firm againft the 
Attacks of his ghoftly Adverfaries, to fee his Strength 
put forth tohis Praife in and by Babes and Sucklings, 
for the ftilling of the Enemy and the Avenger ||| Holy 
Angels alfo, who reéjotce at a Sinners Repentance t, and 
at every Degree of his Recovery to God, look on 
with Joy and-Pleafure, and are ready to congratulate 
your Succefles, and to welcome you to their happy 
Regions, to take Pofleffion of the vacant Seats of thofe 
apoftate. Spirits, who do aaa tenvigufly and malici- 
oufly oppofe your Progrefs thither. f 
Confer farciseet That God, Chrift, and Angels are 
not only Spectators of yous Confliéts, but alfo en- 
gaged to be your powerful Affiftants therein: And if 
God be for you, who can be againft you*? And you 
have the Mercies and Compaffions, the Grace and Spi- 
rit, the Sufferings, Victories and Triumphs of your Lord 
Redeemer, his Satisfaction and Interceffion, to depend 
on for your Encouragement. And the Angels are un- 
der him misiftring Spsrits for your Afliftance +. Thofe 
immortal Warriors are always ready to befriend you 
with their Aids. On which Accounts you may. juftly 
“conclude, that thofe that are with you, are far more 
and mightier than all that are again{t you ||. 
Laftly, Confider the glorious Reward promifed to the 
victoriousChriftian ; a Crown of Righteoufnefs, aCrown 


|| Pal viti. 2. } Lake xv, 10, * Rom, viii. 31. Heb.i, 14. 
|| 2 Kin. viv 16, 1 Joh. iv. 4. i 
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‘Life and Glory ft. The Saints who have finifhed 
their Warfare, are reprefented in the glorious trium-. 
phant State, cloathed with white Robes, with Crowns’ 
on their Heads, and Palms in. their Hands, miniftring . - 
beforethe Throne to the fupteam King, among the 
heavenly Courtiers +, But alas ! all Language fails to 
defcribe the Glories that encircle the victorious Ghrifti- 
an; and Spirits that dwell in mortal Flefh are .too 
' weak and narrow to conceive of the Grandeur of Hea- 

ven’s Triumphs. The holy Ghoft is pleas'd to affit . 

our Imaginations by fenfible Reprefentations; and Al- 
lufions to‘earthly Triumphs, which yet Reafon teaches, 
muft be poor Things in comparifon of the heavenly, 
We mutt realize by Faith what Zye has never /een, 
nor Bar beard, It _is enough that our bleffed Sa- 
Viour has promiled, Be thou faithful unto the Death, 
and I will give thee a Crown of Life®, ~ 


Be ftrong then and have a good Heart on’t, ye 
Soldiers of Jefus Chrift! Abide true and faithful to 
your Captain, perfevere in your Confli&t with Sins, 
Corruptions, ‘Tentptations, Afilictions, Crofles, and 
Oppolitions, which you muft. expect during your 
‘militant State, with Courage and Conftancy unto the 
Death ; then. he will give you the Victory and 
the Crown, when your Warfare fhall be fully ac- 
complithed, all Enemies fubdued, and Death ( the sa/t 
of them ) /wallowed up in Victory and you fhall put 
onthe Garland of Immortality, and live & reign with 
him in a glorious undifturb’dPeace &Reft for evermore ! 


+ 2 Tim iy.8 1 Peta, + Rey vii 9, 15. * Rev. ii. 10 
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